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Notes on Contributors

Omid Azadibougar is Professor of Comparative Literature at Hunan Normal University. He is the author of The Persian 
Novel: Ideology, Fiction and Form in the Periphery (Brill, 2014), World Literature and Hedayat’s Poetics of 
Modernity (Palgrave-Macmillan, 2020), a co-editor of Persian Literature as World Literature (Bloomsbury, 
2021), a co-editor of The Routledge Companion to Global Comparative Literature (forthcoming, 2023), one of 
the founding editors and an editorial board member of Journal of World Literature.

Thomas O. Beebee is Edwin Erle Sparks Professor of Comparative Literature and German at Pennsylvania State 
University. Beebee’s fields of specialization include criticism and theory, epistolarity, 18th-century literature, 
translation (theory, practice, and literary mimesis), mental maps in literature, and law and literature. Publications 
include Clarissa on the Continent (Penn State P, 1991), The Ideology Of Genre (Penn State P, 1994), Epistolary 
Fiction in Europe (Cambridge UP, 1999), Millennial Literatures of the Americas, 1492-2002 (Oxford UP, 
2008); Nation and Region in Modern European and American Fiction (Purdue UP, 2008). His most recent 
books are Conjunctions and Disjunctions of German Law and Literature (Continuum, 2011), Transmesis: Inside 
Translation’s Black Box (Palgrave-MacMillan, 2012), and the edited volume German Literature as World 
Literature (Bloomsbury, 2014). Beebee edits the journal Comparative Literature Studies, and is general editor 
of the Bloomsbury series, Literatures as World Literature. His work-in-progress is titled From Bibliotherapy to 
Bibliotrauma: Reading and Believing American Fiction.

Ali Behdad is John Charles Hillis Chair in Literature, Professor of English and Comparative Literature, and the Director 
of the Center for Near Eastern Studies at UCLA. He has published widely on issues of travel, immigration, 
Orientalism, and Postcolonialism. He is the author of Belated Travelers: Orientalism in the Age of Colonial 
Dissolution (Duke UP, 1994), A Forgetful Nation: On Immigration and Cultural Identity in the United States 
(Duke UP, 2005), and Camera Orientalis: Reflections on Photography of the Middle East (U of Chicago P, 
2016). He is also the co-editor of A Companion to Comparative Literature (Blackwell, 2011) and Photography’s 
Orientalism: New Essays on Colonial Representation (Getty Research Institute, 2013).

David Damrosch is Ernest Bernbaum Professor of Comparative Literature at Harvard University and director of 
Harvard’s Institute for World Literature. His books include Around the World in 80 Books (Penguin, 2021), 
Comparing the Literatures: Literary Studies in a Global Age (Princeton UP, 2020), The Buried Book: The Loss 
and Rediscovery of the Great Epic of Gilgamesh (Holt, 2007), What Is World Literature? (Princeton UP, 2003), 
Meetings of the Mind (Princeton UP, 2000), and an edition and translation of Georges Ngal, Giambatista Viko; or, 
The Rape of African Discourse (MLA, 2022). He was the general editor of the six-volume Longman Anthology 
of World Literature (2004, 2008), and he is one of the editors-in-chief of the Journal of World Literature.

Theo D’haen is Emeritus Professor of English and Comparative Literature at the universities of Leuven and Leiden. He 
has published widely on (post)modernism, (post)colonialism, and world literature. His most recent publication is 
World Literature in an Age of Geopolitics (Brill, 2021).

Ben Hutchinson is Professor of European Literature at the University of Kent, UK. The author of six monographs, 
including The Midlife Mind (Reaktion Books, 2020), Comparative Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford 
UP, 2018), and Lateness and Modern European Literature (Oxford UP, 2016), he is the founder of “Principles 
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and Practices of Comparative Literature,” the UK’s first Graduate School in the discipline. Winner of a Philip 
Leverhulme Prize and Fellow of the Academy of Europe, he is currently Honorary Secretary of the British 
Comparative Literature Association.

José Luís Jobim is the Lemann Distinguished Visiting Professor of Comparative Literature at the University of Illinois 
(Spring 2022). He is Full Professor at the Federal Fluminense University, Brazil, and a former President of the 
Brazilian Comparative Literature Association. He is a researcher with the CNPq and the State of Rio de Janeiro’s 
Science Foundation. His most recent publications include Dialogues France-Brésil (Pu Pau, 2022); Voici del 
passato nella complessita de la memoria (Edizioni Nuova Cultura, 2020); Literatura Comparada e Literatura 
Brasileira: circulações e representações (Edições Makunaima, 2020). A complete list of his publications is 
available at lattes.cnpq.br/2864489503546804.

Yan Liu, PhD in Literary Studies in The Chinese University of Hong Kong, is currently Distinguished Professor at 
School of Foreign Languages, Shenzhen University, and Professor of English at Faculty of English Language and 
Culture, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, P. R. China. Her academic interests include literary theory, 
modern drama, and Sino-American literary and cultural relations. She published Gender (co-authored, Foreign 
Language Teaching and Research, 2019) and more than 30 articles in A&HCI and CSSCI journals in the past ten 
years. She also co-edited A Handbook of Drama: Text and Performance (Shanghai Foreign Language Education,  
2019).

Martin Powers is professor Emeritus at the University of Michigan. He has written three books on the history of social 
justice in China, two of which won the Levenson Prize for best book in pre-1900 Chinese Studies. His most 
recent book (Routledge) traces the English Enlightenment response to the theory and practice of social justice in 
Imperial China.

Dominic Thomas is Madeleine Letessier Chair in French and Professor of European Languages and Transcultural 
Studies at UCLA. He has published widely on issues of colonialism, immigration, globalization, and on African 
literature. Recent collaborative books include Sexe, race et colonies (La Découverte, 2018), Visualizing Empire 
(Getty, 2021), and Colonisation & Propagande (Le Cherche Midi, 2022). He is also the co-editor of A Companion 
to Comparative Literature (Blackwell, 2011).

Mads Rosendahl Thomsen is Professor of Comparative Literature at Aarhus University, Denmark. He is the author of 
Mapping World Literature: International Canonization and Transnational Literatures (Continuum, 2008), The 
New Human in Literature: Posthuman Visions of Changes in Body, Mind and Society after 1900 (Bloomsbury, 
2013), a co-author with Stefan Helgesson of Literature and the World (Routledge, 2019), and the editor of fourteen 
books, including World Literature: A Reader (Routledge, 2012), The Posthuman Condition: Ethics, Aesthetics and 
Politics of Biotechnological Challenges (Aarhus UP, 2012), Danish Literature as World Literature (Bloomsbury, 
2017), Literature: An Introduction to Theory and Analysis (Bloomsbury, 2017), and The Bloomsbury Handbook 
of Posthumanism (2020). He has published in the fields of literary historiography, modernist literature, world 
literature, digital humanities, and posthumanism. Thomsen has taught at Harvard University’s Institute for World 
Literature (Harvard 2013; Copenhagen 2017; online 2020) and has given invited lectures in more than twenty 
countries. He is a member of the Academia Europaea (2010-), the executive committee of the International 
Comparative Literature Association (2016-2022), and the general assembly of DARIAH (2022-).

Karen Thornber is Harry Tuchman Levin Professor in Literature and Professor of East Asian Languages and 
Civilizations at Harvard University. A 2006 Harvard PhD, she is the award-winning author of four large single-
authored manuscripts: Empire of Texts in Motion: Chinese, Korean, and Taiwanese Transculturations of Japanese 
Literature (Harvard UP, 2009); Ecoambiguity: Environmental Crises and East Asian Literatures (U of Michigan 
P, 2012); Global Healing: Literature, Advocacy, Care (Brill, 2020); and Gender Justice and Contemporary 
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Asian Literatures (forthcoming, 2023). Thornber has also published four (co)edited volumes, and more than 
80 articles and chapters in a range of fields from comparative literature, world literature, and transculturation to 
environmental, medical, and health humanities, gender, trauma, and indigeneity, among others. Her current book 
analyzes conceptions of environmental justice and particular climate justice is diverse areas globally.

Zhang Longxi, MA in English from Peking University (1981) and PhD in Comparative Literature from Harvard (1989), 
has taught at Peking, Harvard and the University of California, Riverside, and is currently Chair Professor of 
Comparative Literature and Translation at the City University of Hong Kong. He is elected a foreign member of 
the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters, History and Antiquities (2009) and of Academia Europaea (2013). He 
was President of the International Comparative Literature Association for 2016-2019. With David Damrosch, 
Theo D’haen, and Francesca Orsini, he serves as an Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of World Literature. He is also 
an Advisory Editor of New Literary History. He has published more than 20 books and numerous articles in both 
English and Chinese in East-West comparative studies. His books in English include The Tao and the Logos: 
Literary Hermeneutics, East and West (Duke UP, 1992); Mighty Opposites: From Dichotomies to Differences in 
the Comparative Study of China (Stanford UP, 1998); Allegoresis: Reading Canonical Literature East and West 
(Cornell UP, 2005); Unexpected Affinities: Reading across Cultures (Toronto UP, 2007); From Comparison to 
World Literature (SUNY, 2015), and A History of Chinese Literature (Routledge, forthcoming). 
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